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REVIEWS 


In these pages, as elsewhere in the book, one may follow the workings 
of Pasteur’s mind, or at least the analysis of thought and motives 
as elaborated by Duelaux. The study of viruses and vaccines, 
including the chapters on rabies is absorbing. Throughout one is 
held by the fact that one receives not only the results of successful 
research, but the pathways leading to success are mapped out and 
detailed, and the failures and mistakes of a great intellect are 
impartially laid bare. A. G. M. 


Personal Beauty and Racial Betterment. By Knight Dunlap, 
professor of Experimental Psychology in the Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity. Pp. 95. St. Louis: C. V. Mosby Company, 1920.. 

The author presents for consideration a conception of beauty 
which differs from that found in poetry, song and romance. Beauty 
is of importance from the point of view of the race and of civilization. 
In the detailed character of beauty, stature, bodily proportions, 
features, hair, fat, muscular tonicity and poise are considered. 
(Incidentally it may be saddening to the reader to see that lack of 
the pate-hair is a fatal bar to beauty.) The combination of these 
characteristics is the expression of the potentiality of the individual 
and shows what he is capable of doing for the species. The most 
beautiful woman and the handsomest man are the persons we would 
choose to be coparents of our children. The procreation of children 
is considered the predominant ideal in marriage. Human beauty is 
a sign of fitness for parenthood. The conservation of beauty is 
the problem of the present day and of all time. 

These, in brief, arc some of the main points brought out by the 
author. Prostitution, the effect of war, the stage and other factors 
are discussed in their relationship to beauty aud sex-selection and 
breeding. A. G. M. 


Tiie Opium Monopoly. By Ellen N. La Motte. Pp. 84, 

New York: The Macmillan Company, 1920. 

Miss La Motte’s small book is an interesting statistical study of 
the opium production and sale in various English colonies. She 
makes out a rather strong case against the British Government s 
monopoly and open sale of this insidious drug. A large number of 
Englishmen recognize the immorality of the opium trade •which 
flourishes under the British flhg. The evil is well recognized m 
England. As such is the case it does not seem to be appropriate 
for an American to write a diatribe against a trade which is totally 
English and of which enlightened Englishmen are well aware and 
against which they have frequently protested. It does not seem 
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incumbent upon us Americans at any time, and particularly at the 
present time, to call attention to any moral obliquity which exists 
in England and her colonies. Nor does it seem that Miss La Motte 
has presented sufficiently strong evidence against the opium trade 
to warrant the publication of a book such as this, written by an 
alien. Furthermore, there are enough evils existing in this country, 
and no one who has read The Backwash of IFnr can fail to appreciate 
that the author is well able to ferret out and to discover all that 
is disagreeable, for the correction of which Miss La Motte could 
apply herself with greater advantage than attempting to judge the 
turpitude of other nations. J. II. M„ Jr. 


Principles of Human Physiology. By Ernest II. Starling, 
M.D.', Jodrell Professor of Physiology, University College, London. 
Third edition, l’p. 1315; 579 illustrations. Philadelphia: I.ea & 
Febiger, 1920. 

This third edition of Starling’s Physiology is generally well 
balanced in presenting the various phases of the subject from the 
underlying physical and chemical basis to the outlying topics, which 
are far-reaching in clinical application. The introduction epitomizes 
the text in considering the phenomena of living matter as based 
on adaptations which are reactive “adjustments of internal to 
external relations.” Topical arrangement of the textgives general 
physiology 1G4 pages, mechanisms of movement and sensation 402 
pages, mechanisms of nutrition 008 pages and reproduction 4S. 

Characteristic features of marked value are frequent paragraphs 
on comparative anatomy and physiology, full illustrations by 
excellent diagrams, notably of nerve pathways and consideration of 
general physiology. Discussion of practical topics gives evidence 
of scope and up-to-date character, c. g., defence of the organism 
against infection, nourishment and protection of the eye, referred 
pain, spinal shock, speech, voice-production, vitamines, etc. In a 
masterly manner, both as regards text and illustration, Dr. II. 
Hartridge revises the section on sense organs, and is entirely respon¬ 
sible for the chapters on vision. But fifty additional pages allotted 
to vision tend to overbalance other equally important topics. One 
wonders when it appears first among the senses whether the innova¬ 
tion is to honor the writer or the function. Starling's distinguished 
investigations in the field of nutritional mechanisms account for the 
especially scientific presentation of these subjects. lie includes 
latest developments in regard to functions of each system often 
adding interest with descriptions of methods and apparatus by which 
experiments arc made. 



